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Proposed Guidelines for the Fifth Judicial District
Child Visitation and Related Matters and
Children’s Medical and Dental Expenses

Re:

Dear Clerks:

Enclosed are the most recent guidelines signed by Judge McCain, Judge Sutterfield, and
Judge Coker. Please note that page two of the Guidelines regarding visitation contains the

following paragraph:

Overnight guests: Neither parent shall have any overnight visitors with
whom they are romantically involved when the children are present.

The earlier Guidelines did not contain this paragraph.

Yours very truly,
Tpiisdeers Jpfitson
Merndith Whitson
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PROFPOSED GUIDELINES FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
REGARDING
CHILDREN'S MEDICAY AND DENTAL EXPENSES

THIS ORDER WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE IN SPECIFIC CASES ONLY WHEN ATTACHED TO AND
INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE IN A SEPARATE ORDER OR DECREE.

1. Unless otherwise ordered* each parent shall be responsible for one-half of the child's or children's medical, dental,
orthodontic, counseling, prescription drug and eyeglass cxpenses not covered by either party's insurance, including annual
and percentage msurance deductibles.

2. The parents shall obtain whatever medical and dental insurance is available at reasonable cost** at his or her place
of employment, and such parent's employer is hereby ordered pursuant to Act 368 of 1991 to deduct the premiums for the
insurance from the parent's paycheck.

3. If'the non-custodial parent fails to obtain the insurance referred to above and the same is available at his or her
place of employment, the Court may find that parent responsible for 21l of the expenses which insurance would have covered,
i addition to finding him or her in contempt. Likewise, any parent who fails to cooperate with the other parent in furnishing
msurance forms, ID cards, medical providers’ billing statements, ete. necessary to obtamn insurance benefits may be found

liable for any expense which would have been covered but was not due to the omussion, as well as being found in contermpt.

ITIS 8O ORDERED.
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KenD Coker Ir.
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Denmis C. Sutterfield
Circuit Judge, Division IV

*This Court will consider "otherwise ordering" when it is convinced some or all of the terms of this arder would be
inequitable in a specific case due to such factors, for example, aswhen one of the parents can easily afford to be responsible
for all of the above described expenses, whereas part or all of such expenses would be extremely burdensome on the other
parent. The Court wili also consider an exception where the custodial parent can obtain insurance at substantially less cost
than the non-custodial parent. No exception, however, will be in effect unless ordered by the Court.

** Any guestion about "reasonable cost” shall be determined by the Court.



PROPOSED GUIDEIL.INES FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
CRII.D.VISIT N AND ATED RS

WHEN ORDERED BY THE COURT, this will be incorporated into the Court's order or decree.

Specific Visitation: The nan-custodial parcnt shall have visitation us follows: Every other week cnd- from 5:00 p.m.
Iriday until 5:00 p-m. Sunday. Visitation will begin the {irst weekend afier the latest courl appearance,

Spring Bresk: Fach odd numbered year from 5:00 p.n. the day school adjourns until 5 00 p.m. the day heforc
school resumes.

Easter: Every even numbcered year unless it falls on a regular visitation weckend from 5:00 p.tn. Saturday unsil 5:00
p.in. Caster Sunday.

Mcmorial Day Weekend: Every odd numbered year unloss it [alls on a regular visitation weckend from $:00 p.m,
Friday unti] 8:00 p.m. Monday. In the event Memorial Day falls on a regular visitation weekend, the visitation will
be extended until 8:00 pom. Monday. '

Mother's Day: To be spent with the mother each year from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. wihcther or not the father
would normally have the child or children on that day. :

Father's Duy: ‘To he spent with the father cach year from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. whether or nol the father would
normally huve the child or chifdren on that day.

July 4" Holiday: Every even numbered year unless it falls on a regular visitation weekend frem 9:00 a.m, until
10:00 p.m. Ifthis holiday accurs during the non-custodial parent's summer visitation, the holiday shall be spent with

the non-custodial pareat.

Labor Day Weekend: Evcry odd numbered year unless it falls on a regular visitation weekend from 5:00 p.m.
Friday until 8:00 p.m. Monday. In the event Labor Dy is preceded by a regular visitalion weekend, the wcckcnd

visitation wilt be extended until 8:00 p.m, Monday.
Th nnksgiving Visitation: Every even numbered year from 5:00 p.m. Wednesday 10 5:00 p.n. Sunday.

Christmas Vacation: Evcr;;r odd numbered year from 5:00 p.m. on the day school uﬂjmxms until 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Day. On even numbered years visitation shall be from 5:00 p.m. Christmas Day to 5:00 p.m. the day

before school resumics.

Parent's Birthday: The child shall have visitation with the parent celebrating the birthday rom noon until 8:00
p.m. if schoal is not in session, or from after school until 8:00 p.m. if school is in session. In the event the birthday
of the custodial parent fafls during regular visitation of the non-custodial parent, the visitation of the non-custodial
parent will not take place that day. ITthe parents have the sume birthday, the child will have visitation with the non-

custodial parent in odd-numbered years.

Summer Visitation: Visitation will be for a period of six (A) weeks beginning at 5:00 p.m. the first Friday after
school adjourns and cnding at 5:00 p.m. on the Friday of the sixth week. During summer vistlation, the permanent
custodian will have visitation from 5:00 p.m. Friday until 5:00 p.m. Sunday cvery other wockend. The non-custodial
parent will pay onc-half of the normal amount of child support during periods of visitation of fourteen days and

loiper.



Preemption: The holiday period visitation shall supercede and precmpt regular woekend visitation, but such regular
weekend visitation shall be continued to be counted in an alternating fashion as if they had occurred even though

they were superseded,

School: When school vacations arc used Lo set visitation times, the school vacation times of the school district the
child lives in shali be used even il the child is not of school age.

Additional Visitation: The Court cncourages and approves of the partics agreeing to as much additional visitation
as they desire. It also encourages and approves of the parties agrecing to flexibility with the visitation specified in
this arder. However, in the abscrice of agreement, the terms of this order are ta be strictly ohserved.

Overnight guests: Neither parent shall have any overnight visitors with whom they are romantically involved when
the children are preseat. :

Transportation: The non-custodial parent shall be responsible for lranspotmtiun ul Lhe beginning of the visitation
> and the custodiul parent shall be responsible for return transportation at the end of the visitation. Pick-up and return

times should be strictly obscrved. In the rare instance when the times cannot be so ohserved, the other party must
be given as much advance notice as possible. Transportation shall be provided only by & résponsible aduhi
. | .

No Removal From State: Both purties are enjoined and restrained from rfmoving the child or children from the
statc of Arkansas cxcept for brief trips without the advance written permission of the Court. The Court will nay
grant pcrmission for permanent removal withoeuw! « hearing unless bolh particl: have agreed in writing beforc a Hary,

Current Address and Telcphone Number: Euch party shail keep the 4ther advised at all times of his or her
current address and Lelephone number, The child or children should be qcmtillcd 1o call the other parcht at all

reasonable umes. |

School and Health Records: These records shal] be made available to the rffon‘cusiodial parent immediately upon
request, !

Derogatory Remarks: Both pattics are enjoined and restrisined from makfng derogatory remarks about the other
parent in the prescnce of the child or children. Violation of this provision could result in a luss of custody or
visitation. The Court considers it to be the child's right to grow up rcspecting both of his vr her parents.

Standing Order: Any Standing Ordcr presently in effect i hereby vaca:cl;!.

Gyfdor W "Mack” McCai /. T
Vs

ken D. Coker, I
Circuit Judge, Divisjen 111

L of Sueeme e 8 8

Dennis €. Sutterfield
Circuit Judge, Division TV

IT 1S SO ORDERED.




